July 19, 2020

N

Bethany

The purpose of Bethany Baptist Church is to bring glory to
God by making disciples who reflect the character
and priorities of Jesus Christ.

Pastor Peter Erratt: peter@bethanybaptist.ab.ca
Pastor Dennis Burriss: dennis@bethanybaptist.ab.ca

Today - Sunday, July 19

8:45 a.m. Worship Service
10:30 a.m. Worship Service [Also Livestreamed]
Pastor Peter Erratt
6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. Church Wide Prayer Meeting [via Zoom]

Children’s Ministries

Children's Church: activity pages emailed weekly

9 ‘\\ 403-347-7900 or 403-343-0855

3901 44 st. office@bethanybaptist.ab.ca
Red Deer, AB

T4N 1G7
@ www.bethanybaptist.ab.ca
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Important Notes!

Please contact the church office with any questions, concerns, or
comments.

If you wish to have a CD of the service please contact the church
office.

Donations may be made online on the church website,
www.bethanybaptist.ab.ca, also by mail, or dropped off at the
church office (no cash over $100 please).

. We are looking for volunteers for our audio/visual team for Sunday

services, contact the church office if you are interested.
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Question: "What does the Bible say about church discipline?"
Avrticle from www.gotquestions.org (Recommended Resource: Handbook on Church Discipline by Jay Adams)

Answer: Church discipline is the process of correcting
sinful behavior among members of a local church body
for the purpose of protecting the church, restoring the
sinner to a right walk with God, and renewing
fellowship among the church members. In some
cases, church discipline can proceed all the way to
excommunication, which is the formal removal of an
individual from church membership and the informal
separation from that individual.

Matthew 18:15-20 gives the procedure and authority
for a church to practice church discipline. Jesus
instructs us that one individual (usually the offended
party) is to go to the offending individual privately. If
the offender refuses to acknowledge his sin and
repent, then two or three others go to confirm the
details of the situation. If there is stil no
repentance—the offender remains firmly attached to
his sin, despite two chances to repent—the matter is
taken before the church. The offender then has a third
chance to repent and forsake his sinful behavior. If at
any point in the process of church discipline, the sinner
heeds the call to repent, then “you have gained your
brother” (verse 15, ESV). However, if the discipline
continues all the way through the third step without a
positive response from the offender, then, Jesus said,
“let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector”
(verse 17, ESV).

The process of church discipline is never pleasant just
as a father never delights in having to discipline his
children. Sometimes, though, church discipline is
necessary. The purpose of church discipline is not to
be mean-spirited or to display a holier-than-thou
attitude. Rather, the goal of church discipline is the
restoration of the individual to full fellowship with both
God and other believers. The discipline is to start
privately and gradually become more public. It is to be
done in love toward the individual, in obedience to
God, and in godly fear for the sake of others in the
church.

The Bible’s instructions concerning church discipline
imply the necessity of church membership. The church
and its pastor are responsible for the spiritual
well-being of a certain group of people (members of
the local church), not of everyone in the city. In the
context of church discipline, Paul asks, “What
business is it of mine to judge those outside the
church?

Are you not to judge those inside?” (1_Corinthians
5:12). The candidate for church discipline has to be
“inside” the church and accountable to the church. He
professes faith in Christ yet continues in undeniable
sin.

The Bible gives an example of church discipline in a
local church—the church of Corinth (1_Corinthians
5:1-13). In this case, the discipline led to
excommunication, and the apostle Paul gives some
reasons for the discipline. One is that sin is like yeast;
if allowed to exist, it spreads to those nearby in the
same way that “a little yeast works through the whole
batch of dough” (1_Corinthians 5:6-7). Also, Paul
explains that Jesus saved us so that we might be set
apart from sin, that we might be “unleavened” or free
from that which causes spiritual decay (1 Corinthians
5:7-8). Christ's desire for His bride, the church, is that
she might be pure and undefiled (Ephesians 5:25-27).
The testimony of Christ Jesus (and His church) before
unbelievers is important, too. When David sinned with
Bathsheba, one of the consequences of his sin was
that the name of the one true God was blasphemed by

God’s enemies (2 Samuel 12:14).

Hopefully, any disciplinary action a church takes
against a member is successful in bringing about godly
sorrow and true repentance. When repentance occurs,
the individual can be restored to fellowship. The man
involved in the 1 Corinthians 5 passage repented, and
Paul later encouraged the church to restore him to full
fellowship with the church (2_Corinthians 2:5-8).
Unfortunately, disciplinary action, even when done
correctly and in love, is not always successful in
bringing about restoration. Even when church
discipline fails to bring about repentance, it is still
needed to accomplish other good purposes such as
maintaining a good testimony in the world.

We have all likely witnessed the behavior of a
youngster who is always allowed to do as he pleases
with no consistent discipline. It is not a pretty sight. Nor
is the overly permissive parent loving, for a lack of
guidance dooms the child to a dismal future.
Undisciplined, out-of-control behavior will keep the
child from forming meaningful relationships and
performing well in any kind of setting. Similarly,
discipline in the church, while never enjoyable or easy,
is necessary at times. In fact, it is loving. And it is
commanded by God.

Prayer Opportunities

Pray for our Missionaries.
Refer to your “In the Fold”
Missionary Prayer Cards

o Acute Health Needs:
e Children: Nursery
e Fellowship Prairies Church: Sprague Baptist, Sprague, MB

To send a Prayer Request or join the Prayer Line: Phone or email the church office

Small Groups Ministry

Coordinator: Martin Scholz

e Blankestijn - call: Addie & Diana (Fridays 6:30 p.m.)
® Scholz - call: Martin & Lorna (Two Sundays per month after the service)
e Shortt/Reeve - call: Doug & Joan (Wednesdays 7:00 p.m.)
Don & Patricia
® Smith - call: Tom & Tina (Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.)

® Street - call: Dave & Laurel

As a way to serve and shepherd our church family better, the Elders Board would like to invite
your prayer requests, comments, and questions to the Elder associated with your last name.

Elder Shepherding Groups

A - B (Richard Klassen); C-D (Pastor Peter Erratt); Du - Han (Addie Blankestijn); Har - Kom (Lyndon
Unger); Kow - Me (David Street); Mu - Ree (Tom Smith); Rei - Sm (Don Collier); St - Z (Pastor
Dennis Burriss)

Donation Policy
The spending of funds received by Bethany Baptist Church is confined to Church approved
programs and projects. Each gift designated toward an approved program or project will be used
as designated with the understanding that when any given need has been met, or the specified
program or project cannot be reasonably carried out or has not been approved, designated gifts
will be used where needed most. Where appropriate, an official receipt for tax purposes will be
issued as soon as possible after the year end.
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